Public procurement policy in Switzerland
A) National procurement policy
The Federal administration is among the biggest purchasers of products and services in  Switzerland. The Federal Act on Public Procurement, which regulates the Federal administration’s procurement policy, is currently being revised and is expected to be adopted in 2009. The current law sets out that the economically most favourable tender is given preference over others. Although the text of the current law includes the provision that labour standards must be respected, this only applies to external suppliers who produce or provide their goods or services in Switzerland. By contrast, no such demands are made of any external suppliers producing goods or supplying services abroad. However, the contracting authority is entitled to monitor compliance with industrial safety regulations and working conditions, as well as the equal treatment of men and women.
The public consultation period on the draft for the Federal Act on Public Procurement lasted until 15 November 2008. This means that until then, the public were able to state their views on the draft bill and put forward proposals for amendments. Both Fastenopfer and Bread for All have done so in the context of the ‘High Tech – No Rights?’ campaign, and are demanding that the future public procurement legislation includes a requirement that all external suppliers accepted for the tender procedure must respect the fundamental core labour standards of the International Labour Organisation (ILO). To ensure, however, that this principle does not remain merely wishful thinking, Bread for All and Fastenopfer are demanding the inclusion of an additional article, which gives the Federal administration the right to ‘monitor compliance of the external suppliers with the requirements’.   
B) Cantonal and municipal procurement policy
In principle, cantonal and municipal procurement policy is independent of national laws. However, although the cantons and municipalities can adopt provisions that diverge from national procurement policy, they are guided, in particular the cantons, by the Federal Act on Public Procurement. By contrast, the municipalities often only adopt individual standards from the cantonal and national laws. 
Because of their individual procurement policy and their autonomy from the national Public Procurement Act, some municipalities have started in recent years to align their procurement law with the sustainability principle. Consequently, they have integrated social and ecological procurement guidelines into their procurement policy. 
The City of Geneva is the first city in Switzerland that regulates the procurement of office and communication devices. Since 2006, the city has required that its suppliers of office and communication devices, and their major subcontractors, comply with the ILO core labour conventions and respect the principle of equality between men and women, as well as the principles of sustainable development. Since 2007, the suppliers must, in order to be able to participate in a tender, fill in a form about their social responsibility policy and enclose a copy of their code of conduct. If it can be proven that the fundamental core labour conventions have been breached, the municipal administration can terminate its business ties with this supplier and, since 1 January 2008, is also able to impose an administrative fine of CHF 60,000.00.
In January 2008, the City of Biel also decided that in future, it would only select suppliers who comply with the ILO core labour conventions across their entire production chain. The municipal administration has adopted the postulate of ‘respect of social standards by the companies producing office and communication equipment’, which is based on the model postulate drawn up by Fastenopfer and Bread for All. The City of Lausanne has also adopted the postulate for the procurement of fairly manufactured computers, and wants to take the system used by the City of Geneva as the model for implementing its new procurement policy.  
In the City of Basel, as well as in the Cantons of Zurich and Zug, some members of parliament have also submitted the postulate.  When, and whether, the respective governments will adopt the postulate is as yet unclear. 
